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Ladies and Gentlemen 
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GOOD MORNING. 

 

It brings me great personal and professional pleasure to welcome you all today to 

the Asia Pacific Regional Review Conference of the Geneva Declaration on 

Armed Violence and Development. The Philippines is deeply honored to host this 

conference together with the government of the Swiss Confederation. On a 

personal level, since the inception of the Declaration in 2006, I have had the 

honor of working with other members of the Core Group of signatory States to 

the Geneva Declaration to advocate for and realize its laudable goals. Today, 

therefore, is doubly meaningful. 

 

On behalf of the Department of Foreign Affairs, I wish to extend our sincere 

gratitude to our partners in the Geneva Declaration Secretariat, the United 



 

 

Nations Development Programme and the Miriam College Center for Peace and 

Education for their dedication. Here and now, I wish to acknowledge with great 

appreciation the lost weekends and sleepless nights sacrificed in the name of 

this Conference.  Thank you. 

 

And to you, dear delegates, who represent the voices of many countries, various 

sectors, your inputs and active participation throughout this 2-day conference will 

be invaluable in the realization of our common aspiration: Peace --- and with it, 

development.  

 

To properly situate this conference in its context, allow me to borrow the words of 

our Secretary of Foreign Affairs articulated during last month’s United Nations 

General Assembly: “Development efforts are jeopardized by setbacks brought 

about by threats to peace, security and the rule of law.  We must ensure that 

conflicts do not undermine any development agenda that we pursue. As we set 

the stage to roll out a new set of goals for the post-2015 development agenda, let 

us not lose track of the equal importance of an enabling political and social 

environment to support these goals. When conflicts and insecurity endure, when 

disasters strike, when pandemics break out, when terrorism spreads, when 

Earth’s bounties face depletion, we face the real danger that our development 

agenda will fail.” 



 

 

 

The Geneva Declaration reflects our common will to realize sustainable 

development at all levels - global, regional, and national - through coordinated 

efforts to reduce armed violence. Our work over the next 2-day days will have 

important consequences in how the relationship between armed violence and 

development is viewed and how deeply that relationship is appreciated.  

 

We look forward to enriching discussions of best practices and experiences in 

measuring and reducing incidences of armed violence; strengthening the 

scholarship that supports the link between armed violence reduction and 

sustained development; and the meaningful integration of armed violence 

reduction in national and international development processes, including the 

post-2015 development agenda.  Although the work is great, so will the gains. 

 

With that, I wish everyone a pleasant morning and an engaging, enlightening and 

enjoyable Conference ahead. 


